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THIS MONTH'S NEWS
AND UPDATES:
The Summit Secretariat
had a busy November in
Asia with various
activities in Taiwan &
Vietnam!

SEASON'S GREETING FROM THE
SUMMIT SECRETARIAT
The Summit Secretariat wishes you all the best and a healthy,
Happy New Year!

新年快樂

Bonne Année
नया साल मुबारक हो
¡Feliz Año Nuevo!
Godt Nytår
שנה טובה

SAVE THE DATE!
The first Global Health Literacy Summit organized by
IHLA and E-DA Healthcare Group|I-Shou University will
be held on October 26-28th, 2020 in Kaohsiung, Taiwan.
Registration and call for abstracts will be out shortly!

Visit www.ihlasummit2020.org to stay updated!

PRESIDENTIAL OFFICE VISIT IN TAIWAN
IHLA President Kristine Sørensen, Vice-President Peter Chang, Secretary-General
Sabrina Kurtz-Rossi, E-DA Healthcare Group Dr. Yuan Kun-Tu, I-Shou University Mr.
Roger Chen and others met with Taiwan's Vice-President Chen Chien-Jen on November
7th, 2019 at the Presidential Office in Taipei, Taiwan. Vice-President Chen Chien-Jen
emphasized the importance of international cooperation to promote health literacy
among individuals and health systems. He noted that health literacy empowers people
to maintain and improve the quality of their lives. At the end of the meeting, he VicePresident Chen Chien-Jen thanked IHLA for their work in actively promoting health
literacy and working to reduce inequality caused by insuffient health literacy. We look
forward to seeing Vice-President Chen Chien-Jen again at the summit next year!

"The summit will also set off a new wave of public health cooperations to promote health literacy activities and international
possibilities based off the global vision"
- Vice-President Chen Jian Sen

GAINING THE SUPPORT OF GOV'T ACTORS
Later in the evening of November 7th, 2019, the Summit Secretariat also met with the
Minister Chen Shih-Chung of the Ministry of Health and Welfare, along with Dr. Ying Wei
Wang, Director General of the Health Promotion Administration (HPA) and other
colleagues prominent in advancing the health system in Taiwan. The positive
government support for the summit was felt throughout the evening. Government actors
in Taiwan, particularly the HPA have made strides in advancing health literacy in the
nation, noted as a pillar in its strategy. Currently, Taiwan is working to release their
national action plan for 2020. We are grateful for the support of the Taiwan government
and welcome HPA as a government partner for the Summit.
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INTERNATIONAL HEALTH LITERACY SYMPOSIUM IN TAIWAN
To launch the Summit, E-DA Healthcare Group | Taiwan Association of Health Literacy
and Communication (TAHLC) held their first International Health Literacy Symposium at
E-DA Hospital in Kaohsiung, Taiwan on Saturday, November 9th, 2019. Invited speakers
included IHLA President Kristine Sørensen, Secretary-General Sabrina Kurtz-Ross and
Prof. Jürgen M. Pelikan, Head of the WHO-CC for Health promotion in Hospitals and
Health Care in Austria. The symposium was opened warmly by E-DA's Superintendant Tu
and Deputy Secretary-General Wu from HPA. Prof. Peter Chang and Prof. Terence Tsai
(TAHLC President), both leaders in advancing health literacy in Taiwan were also
present, actively moderating the discussion.

The focus of the symposium was on the relevance of health literacy in medical
institutions, such as E-DA Healthcare Group. Invited speakers spoke about how to
develop organizational health literacy measures, health communication methods and
people-powered change. The audience was filled with E-DA's clinical staff, health
administration and the future of health care- medical and health professional students.
Overall, it was a great success!

The Summit Secretariat would like to thank the Health Promotion Administration, Taiwan
for their support in organizing the sympsium.
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7AHLA CONFERENCE: HO CHI MINH CITY,
VIETNAM
The Summit Secretariat participated in the 7th Asian Health Literacy Association
Conference in Ho Chi Min City, Vietnam from Nov. 10-12th, 2019. Focused on the theme,
"Health Literacy in Smart Universal Healthcare", the conference program emphasized the
importance of the growing technology and digital influences. IHLA and the E-DA
Healthcare Group collaborated in an open forum to promote the Summit with a positive
response from delegates. We hope to see you at our Summit next year!

SUMMIT UPDATES
The first Global Health Literacy Summit is the first largest and most diverse global
gathering on health literacy. The summit will bring together over 500 people from 80
countries to network and share ideas on how to advance health literacy. The theme of the
summit is “health literacy for all” to highlight the importance of health equity, and
ensuring there is a voice for all individuals. Key features of the summit include:
Network
With over 500 leaders on the frontline of health, the summit will be a great opportunity to
network on a global and regional level.
Powerful Speakers
The summit will feature leaders from civil society, the government, the corporate sector,
academia, clinical practice and non-government organizations to present cutting-edge
practices and visions for the future.
Great Content
The Summit agenda has been developed in consultation with health literacy champions all
over the world to explore relevant issues and learn about best practices.

Stay tuned for more updates next month! If you have any queries, please email
info@ihlasummit2020.org.
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